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.\MENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 has been cancelled herein. Claims 2-6 have been amended herwn. The 
following replaces all piiof versions and listings of the claims: 
Tjstin pof the Claim s 

1. (Cancelled). 

2. (Currently amended). A piotective helmet comprising: 

a hftlmft^ j ^ liell formed from an imoact-re si slant material and having a top twrtion. 
a fimnt DOTtj Aq, m** an infasrior. 

ft shield cou pled tc. {fie front portion of the shelh 

an insert formed finm an impact-absorbin p material positioned in the interior of 
the helmet the insert having at least one slot formed therein and extending through the 
insert; 

a tube inlet counled to the too portion of the shell, said inlet operable to be 
ffpnnected a smifce of iiir. the tuba inlet comtmsing Tho protootivo holmot of claim l > 
u horcin at lo Do t one chnnnT'l "-^T^r"'""" » plui^ality of channels extending from a proximal 
yhflpnAi i >f.H At the top nort ion of the shell to distal channel ends Ht the front portion Pf M 

shell above the shield: 

wherein the distal channel ends are adjacent to the at least o ne slot: and wherein 
the tobe inlet, the pluralil v of channels, and the at least one slot are constructed so that 
when the tube inlet is coimected to the source of air, air travels downward into the tube 
inlet, through the pluralit v of channels, through t he at least one slot, and into the inteti<^ 
of the helmet. 

3. (Currently an«ended). The protective helmet of claim [1]2, wherein the at 
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least one slot comprises oi plurality of slots. 

4. (Currently amended). The protective helmet of claim [1]2, wherein the tube 
inlet is formed integrally with the helmet shelL 

5. (Cun^ntly amended). The protective helmet of claim wherein the inseit 
is formed fronn expanded 1)ead polystyrene. 

6. (Currently amended). The protective helmet of claim [1]2, wherein a first 
number of channels is equal to a second number of slots. 

7. -11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Previously pi esented). A protective helmet having an interior comprising: 
a helmet shell for protectively enclosing a wearer*s head, the helmet shell 
having a fiontal hemisphere, a rear hemisphere, a top portion, and an interior, wherein 
said top portion extends into both the frontal and rear hemisphere and is the area of said 
helmet shell that protects the top of the wearer*s head, wherein said frontal hemisphere is 
a front portion of said helmet shell that protects a wearer*s face, wherein said rear 
hemisphere is the other portion of said helmet shell that protects the back of the wearer's 
head, wherein said interior is defined and enclosed by said shell; 

a shield coupled ^> the frontal hemisphere of the shell; 

an insert positione d in the interior of the shell for receiving the wearer's head, the 
insert having at least one channel formed therein and extending from a proximal end 
adjacent the top portion c»f the shell to a distal end generally adjacent the shield, said at 
least one channel enclosed within the frontal hemisphere, the insert further having at least 
one slot formed therein and extending through the insert, each of the at least one slots in 
fluid communication with a respective one of the at least one channels; 
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a tube inlet coupleil to the top portion of the shell and in fluid comnmnication 
with a portion of the at least one channel for airflow therebetween, the inlet operable to 
be connected to a source of air; 

wherein the tube inlet, the at least one channel, and the at least one slot are 
constructed so that when the tube inlet is connected to the source of air, air travels 
downward into the tube inlet, through the at least one channel, through the at least one 
slot, and into the interior c if the helmet. 

13. (Previously pi«sented). The protective helmet of claim 12, wherein the at least 
one channel comprises a ]«lurality of channels. 

14. (Previously presented). The protective helmet of claim 12, wherein the at least 
one slot comprises a plunility of slots. 

15. (Previously presented). The protective helmet of claim 12, wherein the tube inlet 
is formed integrally with the helmet shell. 

16. (Previously presented). The protective helmet of claim 12, wherein the insert i« 
formed from expanded b< .ad polystyrene. 

17. (Previously presented). The protective helmet of claim 12, wherein a first number 
of channels is equal to a second number of slots* 
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